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Regular City Council Meeting 8/27/2019 5:00 p.m. 

 

 

In accordance with City Council Resolution No. 1995-21, the minutes of meetings of the City 
Council and the Boards, Commissions, and Committees of the City shall be prepared as Action 
Minutes.  

 

AMENDED MINUTES 08/27/2019 
CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING 
 

COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT: Councilmember Happe 
      Councilmember Peterson 
      Councilmember Wallace 
      Mayor Pro Tem Andrade 

Mayor Welch 
  
COUNCIL MEMBERS ABSENT:  None 
       
  
OTHERS PRESENT Douglas Schulze, City Manager 

Kevin G. Ennis, City Attorney 
Daryl Betancur, Deputy City Clerk  
Matthew Hamner, Police Chief   
Scott Foster, Interim Parks & Recreation Director  
Tom Miller, Electric Utility Director 
Carla Young, Management Analyst 
Jason Smith, Electric Utility Operations Manager  
Art Vela, Public Works Director/City Engineer 
Suzanne Cook, Interim Administrative Services Director 
Adam Rush, Community Development Director 
Laurie Sampson, Executive Assistant 
Leila Lopez, Office Specialist 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 

A regular meeting of the Banning City Council was called to order by Mayor Welch on 
August 27, 2019, at 5:25 p.m. at the Banning Civic Center Council Chamber, 99 E. 
Ramsey Street, Banning, California. 
 
Deacon Bob Pawlin of Mountain Avenue Baptist Church offered the invocation. 

 
Councilmember Colleen Wallace led the audience in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

  
II. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 

A motion was made by Councilmember Wallace, seconded by Mayor Welch, to 
approve the agenda. Electronic vote was taken as follows:  



2 
Regular City Council Meeting 8/27/2019 5:00 p.m. 

 

AYES:  Happe, Peterson, Wallace, Andrade, & Welch 
NOES: None 
ABSTAIN: None 
ABSENT: None  

   
III. PRESENTATION – None  
 
IV. REPORT ON CLOSED SESSION 
 

1 CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL – EXISTING LITIGATION 
Pursuant to Paragraph (1) of subdivision (d) of Section 54956.9 
Name of Case: James Arthur Algea II and Cali Emerald Care, Inc. v. City of 
Banning, Case No. RIC 1903009. Status report was provided. No 
reportable action was taken. 

 
2. CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL – EXISTING LITIGATION 

Pursuant to Paragraph (1) of subdivision (d) of Section 54956.9 
Name of Case: The City of Banning, et al. v. Cali Emerald Care, Inc., et al., 
Case No. RIC 1904157. Status report was provided. No reportable action 
was taken.  
 

3.  CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL – EXISTING LITIGATION 
Pursuant to Paragraph (1) of subdivision (d) of Section 54956.9 
Name of Cases: Sierra Club v. City of Banning, Case No. RIC 1900544; and 
Golden State Environmental Justice Alliance v. City of Banning, Case No. RIC 
1900654 (Banning Distribution Center Project). Direction given to legal 
counsel. 
 

4. CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL – EXISTING LITIGATION 
Pursuant to Paragraph (1) of subdivision (d) of Section 54956.9 
Name of Case: Supporters Alliance for Environmental Responsibility (SAFER) 
v. City of Banning, et al. (Lawrence Equipment Project), Case No. RIC 
1903059. Report was provided. No final reportable action.  
 

5. CONFERENCE WITH LABOR NEGOTIATORS 
Pursuant to Government Code Section 54957.6 
City designated representative: Douglas Schulze, City Manager 
Unrepresented employee: Candidate for Administrative Services Director 
position. Report was provided. No final reportable action.  
 

6. CONFERENCE WITH REAL PROPERTY NEGOTIATORS 
Pursuant to Government Code Section 54956.8 
Properties and Owners/Negotiating Parties:  1909 E. Ramsey Street, APN 
532-120-011 – Ramirez Family Living Trust; 1933 E. Ramsey Street, APN: 
532-120-012 – Liang; 1679 E. Ramsey Street, APN 532-120-019 – Tierra 
Firma Enterprise, LLC; Northeast corner of Ramsey Street and North 
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Hathaway Street, APN 532-120-020 – Frank J. Burgess and Lorna D. 
Burgess, Trustees; Southeast corner of Ramsey Street and Hathaway Street, 
APN 532-140-005– Frank Burgess; 1483 E. Ramsey St, APN 541-170-019 – 
Raymond Ngoc Huynh and Lucy Nguyen Huynh, as Trustees of the Raymond 
and Lucy Huynh Revocable Trust; 1573 E. Ramsey St, APN 541-170-021 – 
Jen H. Huang 
City’s Negotiators:  Ted Shove, Economic Development Manager 
Under Negotiation:  Price and terms for acquisition of street right of way and 
temporary construction easements. Direction given with respect to 
potential acquisition of properties.  

 
7.  CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL – ANTICIPATED LITIGATION 

Potential initiation of litigation pursuant to paragraph (4) of subdivision (d) of 
Section 54956.9 (seven (7) potential cases). Direction was provided.   
 

8.  CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL – ANTICIPATED LITIGATION 
Potential initiation of litigation pursuant to paragraph (4) of subdivision (d) of 
Section 54956.9 (one case). Direction was provided.  

 
V. PUBLIC COMMENTS, CORRESPONDENCE, AND APPOINTMENTS 
  

Mayor Welch opened Public Comment for items not on the Agenda. 
 
Public Comments 
 
Frank Burgess spoke in disagreement with how the Grand Jury items were listed last on 
page 8 of tonight’s agenda; requested that these items be moved up.  
 
Inga Schuler thanked Art Vela, Director of Public Works/City Engineer for the repairs of 
the potholes in her area; commented that the striping was phenomenal; made comments 
relative to the low increase in population of only 3,000 people in the last 10 years, which 
affects income level statistics.  
 
John Hagen apologized to Mayor Pro Tem Andrade for the comment he made at the last 
meeting whereby he stated that she had called the Grand Jury Report of 2018 
incompetent; stated he had viewed the tape; spoke about the fact that the City was not 
attracting businesses; commented on the conduct of Councilmembers off-duty.  
 
Jerry Westholder spoke on the subject of the Grand Jury report; Robert’s rules of order; 
that respect was earned; definition of integrity; and that the Council had chosen to ignore 
the people’s wishes. 
 
Maggie Scott inquired about what the City was doing to clean-up vacant properties; 
spoke about the empty warehouse on Hathaway and claimed that it was an eyesore. 
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Mark Wallace with Riverside Transportation Commission (RCTC) remained the audience 
about the closures on the I-60 Freeway westbound; asked people to be careful driving 
through that area due to the on-going construction.  
 
Gabriel Westholder speaker addressed certain members of the City Council on doing 
something about their own complaints; stated that the Council was accountable to the 
people; expressed frustration with the way the City is going. 
 
Mary Murshedi Hamlin, Director of the Pass Job Connection (local non-profit) addressed 
the City Council with respect to the Grand Jury report addressing the issues contained 
within it. 
 
Diego Rose commented about some issues raised at the last meeting; spoke of the 
Grand Jury report; spoke about the City Council’s attitude and demeanor when speakers 
approach the podium; stated that the Council needs to listen to the constituents more. 
 
Rita Chaparrosa, former City employee, responded to what she felt were incorrect facts 
reported by the Record Gazette regarding the Hobb lawsuit.  
 
CORRESPONDENCE – None  
 
APPOINTMENTS: 
 
1. Request to Appoint One (1) Council Member to the Budget & Finance 

Committee.  
 

A motion was made by Mayor Welch, seconded by Councilmember Wallace, 
to appoint Councilmember Happe to the Budget and Finance Ad-Hoc 
Committee. Electronic vote was taken as follows:  
 

AYES:  Happe, Peterson, Wallace, Andrade, & Welch 
NOES: None 
ABSTAIN: None 
ABSENT: None  

 
Action: Approved by Minute Order No. 2019-105 

 
2. Request to Appoint Two (2) Members to the CDBG AD-HOC Committee  13 

 
A motion was made by Mayor Welch, to appoint Mayor Pro Tem Andrade and 
Councilmember Wallace to the CDBG- Ad-Hoc Committee. Mayor Pro Tem 
Andrade declined due to other commitments. Motion failed for a lack of a 
second.  
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A motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Andrade, seconded by Mayor Welch, 
to appoint Councilmember Wallace and Councilmember Happe to the CDBG- 
Ad-Hoc Committee. Electronic Vote was taken as follows: 
 

AYES:  Happe, Peterson, Wallace, Andrade, & Welch 
NOES: None 
ABSTAIN: None 
ABSENT: None  

 
Action: Approved by Minute Order No. 2019-106 

 
3. Request to Appoint One (1) Planning Commissioner  

 
A motion was made by Mayor Welch, seconded by Councilmember Wallace, 
to appoint Mr. Alberto Sanchez to the Planning Commission to fill the remainder 
of the term vacated by former Planning Commissioner Jim Price. Electronic 
vote was taken as follows: 
 

AYES:  Happe, Peterson, Wallace, Andrade, & Welch 
NOES: None 
ABSTAIN: None 
ABSENT: None  

 
Action: Approved by Minute Order No. 2019-107 

 
VI. CONSENT ITEMS 

Mayor Welch asked if the Council wished to pull any items. Councilmember Peterson 

requested that items 15 and 16 be pulled for a separate discussion.   

Public comments on consent items.  

Frank Burgess spoke relative to item 7 asking about how often the City got sales and 

tax revenue numbers from the State of California. Staff responded that it does 

quarterly.  

A motion was made by Councilmember Happe, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Andrade, 
to approve the rest of the consent calendar items 1-14 and 17-20 as presented. 
Electronic vote was taken as follows: 
 

AYES:  Happe, Peterson, Wallace, Andrade, & Welch 
NOES: None 
ABSTAIN: None 
ABSENT: None 

   
1. Approval of Special Meeting – 7/09/5/19 Minutes (Closed Session)  

 
Action: Approved by Minute Order No. 2019-108 
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2. Approval of Special Meeting – 7/09/19 Minutes (Workshop) 
 

Action: Approved by Minute Order No. 2019-109 
 
3. Approval of Regular Meeting – 7/09/19 Minutes  
Action: Approved by Minute Order No. 2019-110 

 
4. Approval of Special Meeting – 7/30/19 Minutes (Closed Session) 
 
Action: Approved by Minute Order No. 2019-111 
 
5. Approval of Special Meeting – 8/07/19 Minutes  
 
Action: Approved by Minute Order No. 2019-112 
 
6. Receive and File Contracts Approved Under the City Manager’s Signature 

Authority for the Month of June and July 2019. 
 

Action: Approved by Minute Order No. 2019-113 
 

7. Approval and Ratification of Accounts Payable and Payroll Warrants Issued in 
the Month of June 2019. 

 
Action: Approved by Minute Order No. 2019-114 
 
8. Approval and Ratification of Accounts Payable and Payroll Warrants Issued in 

the Month of July 2019. 
 
Action: Approved by Minute Order No. 2019-115 
 
9. Receive and File Cash, Investments and Reserve Report for the Month of 

June 2019. 
 
Action: Approved by Minute Order No. 2019-116 
 
10. Receive and File Cash, Investments and Reserve Report for the Month of July 

2019. 
 
Action: Approved by Minute Order No. 2019-117 
 
11. Receive and File Public Works Capital Improvement Project Tracking List for 

June & July 2019. 
 
Action: Approved by Minute Order No. 2019-118 
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12. Adopt Resolution No. 2019-101, Approving the Third Amendment to the 
Contractual Services Agreement with Siemens Industry, Inc. for Two 
Additional Years Beginning September 1, 2019 and Ending August 31, 2021 
and Increasing the Agreement Amount to Establish a not- to-exceed Budget 
of $25,000 for Each Year. 

 
Action: Adopted Resolution No. 2019-101 

 
13. Receive and File Police Department Statistics for June and July 2019. 

 
Action: Approved by Minute Order No. 2019-119 

 
14. Receive and File Fire Department Statistics for June and July 2019. 
 
Action: Approved by Minute Order No. 2019-120 

 
15. Ordinance No. 1543 - An Ordinance of the City Council of the City of Banning, 

California, Approving the Zone Change 18-3503 to Allow the Rezoning of 7.04 
Acres of Land from Low Density Residential (LDR) to High Density Residential 
(HDR) for the Associated Development of an 80-Unit Apartment Complex. 
(APN’s 534-283-011, 534-283-014). (Second Reading and Adoption). 
(Pulled) 

 
Councilmember Peterson made comments relative to the history of the project 
noting how much people were against it; stated that the City was chopping up 
parcels and changing the land use designations in certain areas to satisfy 
developers.  
 
Adam Rush Community Development Director addressed questions from the 
City Council on the issues raised.  
 
Public Comment 
 
Inga Schuler, Planning Commissioner provided a narrative of what transpired 
with respect to how this item was originally presented to the Planning 
Commission and stated her opposition.  
 
Diego Rose and Unknown speaker also spoke in opposition to the project due 
to the impacts to the community and the surrounding neighborhood.  
 
A motion was made by Councilmember Happe, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem 
Andrade, to approve the item as presented. Electronic vote was taken as 
follows: 

 
AYES:  Happe, Wallace, Andrade, & Welch 
NOES: Peterson 
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ABSTAIN: None 
ABSENT: None 

 
Action: Adopted Ordinance No. 1543 
 
16. Ordinance No. 1548 - An Ordinance of the City Council of the City of Banning, 

California, Approving the Zone From General Commercial (GC) to Industrial (I) 
and to the Industrial Zoning District for Property located 200 South Eighth Street 
and 679 West Lincoln Street (APNs:540-220-0130 and 540-220-007).  
(Second Reading and Adoption). (Pulled) 
 
Councilmember Peterson inquired about the reason for the rezoning on West 
8th Street and Lincoln and the other parcel on 679 relative to the zoning change 
and inquired about West 8th and Lincoln 679 West Lincoln Street; asked whether 
or not a cannabis business will go there.  
 
Adam Rush, Community Development Director answered Council’s questions 
in terms of the rezoning and stating that these parcels had different property 
owners. 
 
Public Comment – None  
 
A motion was made by Councilmember Peterson, seconded by Councilmember 
Happe, to approve the item as presented. Electronic vote was taken as follows: 

 
AYES:  Happe, Peterson, Wallace, Andrade, & Welch 
NOES: None 
ABSTAIN: None 
ABSENT: None 

 
VII.  PUBLIC HEARING(S) – None  

 
VIII. ANNOUNCEMENTS AND REPORTS 

 
CITY COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Councilmember Happe attended the Banning Chamber of Commerce Ribbon Cutting 
Ceremony for a new business in town; spoke relative to comments relative to 
demeanor and body language made previously; stated that he does not appreciate 
hyperbole, fallacy, assumptions, or name-calling; stated that he was here to cooperate, 
listen and to learn.  
 
Councilmember Peterson – None  
 
Mayor Pro Tem Andrade stated that she had not attended any committee meetings 
during the summer since they were all dark; commented that at the Downtown Ad-Hoc 
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Committee meetings issues regarding vacant lots, weeds and upkeep of vacant 
properties have been addressed and invited those interested to attend.  
 
Councilmember Wallace reported on having attended the 2x2 meeting of the School 
Board and discussed several events such as the chalk art and the Halloween theme 
event; spoke about the building of Pardee homes and that the new homes should be 
part of the Banning Unified School District; announced the School Board Street Fair 
scheduled for September 3 on First Street; stated that the Riverside County Action 
Committee will be at the Senior Center in Banning on September 5 to provide help with 
utilities.  
 
Mayor Welch thanked the Thursday night Concert Committee; commented that the 
concerts this year had been outstanding; reminded the audience about the Stagecoach 
days September 5 through 8; stated that he had invited Mr. Rick Wallace president of 
the Second Opportunity program to come to Banning to make a presentation about his 
program regarding education for High School drop-outs.  
 
REPORT BY CITY ATTORNEY – None  
 
REPORT BY CITY MANAGER 
 
City Manager Douglas Schulze reported on: 
 

• Provided update on the Banning Business Center 

• Reported on the Dysart Park Improvements  

• Spoke about enforcement on the homeless encampments and enforcement on 
shopping carts 

• Reported that an offer of employment had been extended to Jennifer 
Christensen as the new Administrative Services Director who is scheduled to 
start work on Monday, September 9 

• Provided update on the recruitment for the Parks and Recreation Director  
 
 REPORT OF OFFICERS 

 
1. Adopt Resolution No. 2019-95, Approving Draft Employment Agreement for 

Administrative Services Director Jennifer Christensen.  
 

City Manager, Douglas Schulze presented the staff report describing the terms of 
the agreement and answering Council’s questions.  
 
Mayor Welch read a statement into the record pertaining to the employment 
terms contained in the Agreement in accordance with Government Code 
provisions.   
 
Public Comment 
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Diego Rose spoke in favor of the three-month severance deal point as opposed 
to a one-year severance as in other employment agreements.  
 
City Manager Douglas Schulze clarified that there was no employee in the City 
who has severance of one year.  
 
A motion was made by Councilmember Happe, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem 
Andrade, to approve the item as presented. Electronic vote was taken as 
follows: 

 
AYES:  Happe, Peterson, Wallace, Andrade, & Welch 
NOES: None 
ABSTAIN: None 
ABSENT: None 
 

Action: Adopted Resolution No. 2019-95 
 
2. Discuss and Consider Adopting Resolution 2019-110, “Approving the City of 

Banning Electric Utility Power Content Label for Calendar Year 2018 and 
Accepting for Review the California Energy Commission’s Renewables Portfolio 
Standard Verification Results Report for Compliance Period 2 (2014-2016).” 

 

Tom Miller, Electric Utility Director presented the staff report and answered 
questions from the City Council on the staff report.  
 
Public Comment – None  
 
A motion was made by Councilmember Wallace, seconded by Councilmember 
Happe, to approve the item as presented. Electronic vote was taken as follows: 

 
AYES:  Happe, Peterson, Wallace, Andrade, & Welch 
NOES: None 
ABSTAIN: None 
ABSENT: None 
 

Action: Adopted Resolution No. 2019-110 
 
3. Adopt Resolution No. 2019-99, Authorizing the Police Department to Use 

Innovative Emergency Equipment to Equip Three New Police Patrol Vehicles 
with Emergency Equipment in an Amount not-to-exceed $34,020 Under 
Riverside County Contract No. #SHARC-005516-006-09/19.  

 
Police Chief Matthew Hamner presented the staff report.  
 
Public Comment – None  
A motion was made by Councilmember Happe, seconded by Councilmember 
Wallace, to approve the item as presented. Electronic vote was taken as follows: 
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AYES:  Happe, Peterson, Wallace, Andrade, & Welch 
NOES: None 
ABSTAIN: None 
ABSENT: None 
 

Action: Adopted Resolution No. 2019-99 
 
4. Adopt Resolution No. 2019-102, Awarding a Five (5) Year 

Professional Services Agreement to Wells Fargo Bank for Government 
Banking Services). 

 
Suzanne Cook, Interim Administrative Services highlighted the main elements of 
the process staff took with respect to the awarding of the Professional Services 
Agreement; she addressed questions from the Council accordingly. 
 
Public Comment – None  
 
A motion was made by Councilmember Peterson, seconded by Councilmember 
Wallace, to approve the item as presented. Electronic vote was taken as follows: 

 
AYES:  Happe, Peterson, Wallace, Andrade, & Welch 
NOES: None 
ABSTAIN: None 
ABSENT: None 

 
Mayor Welch called for a brief recess.  
 
The City Council recessed to a short break at 7:35 p.m. 
The City Council reconvened the regular meeting at 7:45 p.m. 
 

Action: Adopted Resolution No. 2019-102 
 
5. Adopt Resolution, Approving: Mid-Cycle Budget Adjustments for Fiscal 

Year 2019-2020 for the City of Banning and Banning Utility Authority; the 
Capital Improvement Program for Fiscal Year 2019-2020; the Gann Limit 
(Appropriations Limit) Fiscal Year 2019-2020; and amending the  
Classification and Compensation Plan 

 
Suzanne Cook, presented the staff report and answered Council’s questions.  
 
Public Comment  
 
Diego Rose, Jerry Westholder and Cindy Barrington spoke on the proposed 
budget stating that we need to cut and stay within our means.  
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A motion was made by Councilmember Peterson, seconded by Councilmember 
Wallace, to approve the item as presented. Electronic vote was taken as follows: 

 
AYES:  Happe, Peterson, Wallace, Andrade, & Welch 
NOES: None 
ABSTAIN: None 
ABSENT: None 
 

Action: Adopted Resolution No. 2019-108 (Mid-Cycle City) 
Action: Adopted Resolution No. 2019-15 UA (Mid-Cycle UA) 
Action: Adopted Resolution No. 2019-103 (Gann Limit) 
Action: Adopted Resolution No. 2019-109 (Class & Comp) 
 
6. Adopt Resolution, No. 2019-100, Approving a Professional Services Agreement 

with Webb & Associates for the Preparation of CEQA Documentation and 
Environmental Services for the Ivy Substation Approving a Professional Services 
Agreement with Dude Solutions for the Purchase of SmartGov Software and 
Licensing for the Streamlining of Permitting, Planning/Zoning, and Permit 
Inspections Services. 

 
Tom Miller, Electric Utility Director presented the staff report.   
 
Public Comment – None  
 
A motion was made by Councilmember Happe, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem 
Andrade, to approve the item as presented. Electronic vote was taken as 
follows: 

 
AYES:  Happe, Peterson, Wallace, Andrade, & Welch 
NOES: None 
ABSTAIN: None 
ABSENT: None 
 

Action: Adopted Resolution No. 2019-100 
 

7. Resolution 2019-98, Directing Staff to complete the Southern California Edison 
(SCE) – Combined System Impact and Facilities Study for Banning Electric 
Utility’s (BEU) Stagecoach Substation. 

 
Tom Miller, Electric Utility Director presented the staff report and answered 
questions from the City Council.    
Public Comment – None  
 
A motion was made by Councilmember Happe, seconded by Mayor Welch, to 
approve the item as presented. Electronic vote was taken as follows: 
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AYES:  Happe, Peterson, Wallace, Andrade, & Welch 
NOES: None 
ABSTAIN: None 
ABSENT: None 

 
Action: Adopted Resolution No. 2019-98 

 
8. Adopt Resolution 2019-111 - Data Analytics Installation and Implementation 

 
Tom Miller, Electric Utility Director presented the staff report.  
 
Public Comment – None  
 
A motion was made by Councilmember Peterson, seconded by Councilmember 
Happe, to approve the item as presented. Electronic vote was taken as follows: 

 
AYES:  Happe, Peterson, Wallace, Andrade, & Welch 
NOES: None 
ABSTAIN: None 
ABSENT: None 

 
Action: Adopted Resolution No. 2019-111 
 
9. Adopt Resolution No. 2019-106, Awarding a Construction Agreement for Project 

No. 2014-16, ‘Ramsey Street Pavement Rehabilitation, Hargrave Street to West 
of  Hathaway Street” to Hardy & Harper, Inc. of Santa Ana, CA (STPL 5214 (011)) 
in the Amount of $239,000, Establishing a Total Project Budget of $262,900, 
Which Includes a 10% Contingency and Rejecting all Other Bids 

 
Art Vela, Director of Public Works/City Engineer presented the staff report and 
addressed questions asked by the City Council relative to the project.  
 
Public Comment – None  
 
A motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Andrade, seconded by Councilmember 
Wallace, to approve the item as presented. Electronic vote was taken as follows: 
 

AYES:  Happe, Peterson, Wallace, Andrade, & Welch 
NOES: None 
ABSTAIN: None 
ABSENT: None 

Action: Adopted Resolution No. 2019-106 
 
10. Adopt Resolution No. 2019-104, Awarding a Professional Services Agreement 

to KWC Engineers, Inc. for the Design of Drainage and Street Improvements at 
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the Intersection of Ramsey Street and Sunset Avenue, in the Amount of 
$45,210, Which Includes a 10% Contingency. 

 
Art Vela, Director of Public Works/City Engineer presented the staff report and 
addressed questions by the City Council relative to the scope of services to be 
provided.  
 
Public Comment - None 
 
There was no public comment. 
 
A motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Andrade, seconded by Councilmember 
Happe, to approve the item as presented. Electronic vote was taken as follows: 
 

AYES:  Happe, Peterson, Wallace, Andrade, & Welch 
NOES: None 
ABSTAIN: None 
ABSENT: None 

 
Action: Adopted Resolution No. 2019-104 

 
11. Discuss and Consider Options for the City’s Compressed Natural Gas Fueling 

Facility and Authorize the Public Works Department to take the Necessary Steps 
to Move Forward with the Selected Option. 
Art Vela, Director of Public Works/City Engineer presented the staff report along 
with Banning Unified School District Superintended Robert T. Guillen.   
 
Public Comment – None  
 
A motion was made by Councilmember Happe, seconded by Councilmember 
Wallace, to approve option B in two parts: first rebuild the 50 HP compressor 
and then wait to see if BUSD is awarded funds. If they were not awarded grant 
funds then the City would move with the second part of Option B, which is to 
replace the second 50 HP compressor with a 100 HP compressor. If BUSD were 
awarded funds then the City would not move forward with the second part of 
Option B. Electronic vote was taken as follows: 
 

AYES:  Happe, Peterson, Wallace, Andrade, & Welch 
NOES: None 
ABSTAIN: None 
ABSENT: None 

 
Action: Approved by Minute Order No. 2019-121 

 
12. Adopt Resolution 2019-14 UA, Approving the Purchase of Automatic Metering 

Infrastructure (AMI) Water Meters, Communications Equipment, Software and 
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Hardware from Zenner USA in the Amount of $1,619,100.94; Approving the 
Purchase of Seba Leak Sensors from WCT Products, Inc. in the Amount of 
$16,618.50; Approving the Purchase of Hydro Generators and PRV Flowmeters 
from Cla-Val in the Amount of $71,875.00; and Approving a Blanket Purchase 
Order with Core & Main for the Purchase of Meter Boxes and Lids in an Amount 
Not-to-Exceed $456,482.88, for a Total Smart Water Meter Conversion Project 
Budget of $2,164,077.32 

 
Art Vela, Director of Public Works/City Engineer presented the staff. 
 
Public Comment – None  

 
A motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Andrade, seconded by Councilmember 
Wallace, to approve the item as presented. Electronic vote was taken as follows: 

 
YES:  Happe, Peterson, Wallace, Andrade, & Welch 
NOES: None 
ABSTAIN: None 
ABSENT: None 

 
Action: Adopted Resolution No. 2019-14 UA 

 
The City Council by unanimous consent agreed to extend the meeting by one 
(1) hour to continue deliberating.  
 

13. Adopt Resolution No. 2019-13 UA, of the Banning Utility Authority, Approving 
Amendment No. 3 to the Agreement for Water and Wastewater Laboratory 
Testing Services with Babcock Laboratories, Inc. for Fiscal Year 2019/2020 

 
Art Vela, Director of Public Works/City Engineer presented the staff report. 
 
Public Comment – None  
 
A motion was made by Councilmember Peterson, seconded by Councilmember 
Wallace, to approve the item as presented. Electronic vote was taken as follows: 

 
AYES:  Happe, Peterson, Wallace, Andrade, & Welch 
NOES: None 
ABSTAIN: None 
ABSENT: None 

 
Action: Adopted Resolution No. 2019-13 UA 
 
14. Adopt Resolution No. 2019-97, Approving Amendment #9 to Agreement for 

Contractual Services Between the City of Banning and Romo Planning Group 
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Adam Rush, Community Development Director presented the staff report. 
 
Public Comment – None  
 
A motion was made by Councilmember Wallace, seconded by Councilmember 
Happe, to approve the item as presented. Electronic vote was taken as follows: 

 
AYES: Happe, Peterson, Wallace, Andrade, & Welch 
NOES: None 
ABSTAIN: None 
ABSENT: None 

 
Action: Adopted Resolution No. 2019-97 

 
Mayor Welch called for a brief recess.  
 
The City Council recessed to a short break at 10:11 p.m. 
The City Council reconvened the regular meeting at 10:17 p.m. 
 

15. Review of City Council’s Draft Letter Response to the Riverside County 
Grand Jury’s Report entitled, “2018-2019 Civil Grand Jury ‘City of Banning 
Council and City Manager Relationship’ 

 
Kevin G. Ennis, City Attorney presented the staff report and provided a 
summary of both the charges, and the Grand Jury findings, in addition to the 
process that the Council will need to follow in order to provide a response in 
accordance with legal provisions.  
 
Councilmember Peterson provided a written summary in response to the 
charges stating that he emphatically disagree with all the findings of the 2018-
2019 Grand Jury report; said summary is attached herein as part of the record. 
 

The City Council by unanimous consent agreed to a second extension at 
11:20 p.m. to continue the discussion.   
 
Public Comment 
 
Don Hagen, Dorothy Hamilton McLean, Jerry Westholder and Diego Rose 
spoke relative to the Grand Jury report and in support of Councilmember 
Peterson.  
 
City Manager Douglas Schulze spoke relative to some of the comments raised 
during public comment with respect to the hiring of the Police Chief; 
Department Directors not being represented by labor unions; assumptions 
made about him relative to the reference in the Grand Jury report naming the 
City Manager; a public records request about a police complaint filed by the 
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In accordance with City Council Resolution No. 1995-21, the minutes of meetings of the City 
Council and the Boards, Commissions, and Committees of the City shall be prepared as Action 
Minutes.  

 

The entire discussion of this meeting can be found by visiting the following website: 
http://www.banning.ca.us/ArchiveCenter/ViewFile/Item/2149 requesting a CD or DVD at 

Banning City Hall located at 99 E. Ramsey Street. 

http://www.banning.ca.us/ArchiveCenter/ViewFile/Item/2149
http://www.banning.ca.us/ArchiveCenter/ViewFile/Item/2149















































































